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 After completing a PhD in crystallography under the 
supervision of Gert Kruger at the Rand Afrikaans 
University in Johannesburg, South Africa, Catharine 
Esterhuysen joined Stellenbosch University in 2000. 
During her studies she developed an interest in 
computational chemistry, which she was able to 
develop through Alexander von Humboldt fellowships 
with Gernot Frenking in Marburg and Tim Clark at 
Erlangen. Her main research focus is the study of 
intermolecular interactions, combining her 
knowledge of computational chemistry and 
crystallography to explain unusual interactions and 
their role in the properties of materials. She has 
served on numerous committees and editorial 
boards, including as president of the South African 
Crystallographic Society and Associate Editor at New 
Journal of Chemistry. 

 


